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Summary and Recommendation: 
This report seeks Members comments on draft consultation response documents to the 
above two consultations and asks Members to note the way forward for submission of the 
final consultation responses. 
 

 
‘Implementing Geological Disposal’ – Developing a Council consultation response to the 
draft ‘National Policy Statement (NPS) for Geological Disposal Infrastructure’ and ‘Working 
with Communities’  

 
1. Background 
 

1.1. Members will recall at the Board meeting in March agreeing to a process of 
developing consultation responses to the above two consultations which were 
launched by Government on 25th January. The closing date for receipt of final 
submissions is 19th April.  
 

1.2. The 2014 White Paper ‘Implementing Geological Disposal’ sets out the UK 
Government’s framework for managing higher activity radioactive waste in the long 
term through geological disposal. Specifically, the White Paper set out a number of 
initial actions to be undertaken by the UK Government and by the developer of 
geological disposal infrastructure to help implement geological disposal.  
 

1.3. This was in order to provide clear, evidence based information on both technical 
issues (such as geological suitability) and how the process of working with 
communities during the siting process would work in practice.  
 

1.4. Members will recall from previous reports that these initial actions included: 
 

a) an upfront process of national geological screening  
 
b) developing the process of working with communities  
 
c) land-use planning - bringing geological disposal facilities in England, including 

the deep investigative boreholes that support their development, within the 
definition of nationally significant infrastructure projects in the Planning Act 
2008, and developing a NPS to support the development consent process (led 
by the UK Government). 



1.5. Members will recall that Government have said that only following the completion 
of these two consultations will they be in a position to consider a decision about 
commencing the siting process and the search for a suitable location for a Geological 
Disposal Facility.  

 
2. Developing the Consultation responses  

2.1 The responses have, principally been developed through a process of Council 
Member workshops held on 20th and 27th March. In addition, officers attended a 
number of Government-led workshops held at various locations around the country 
and Members received a presentation from BEIS officials as part of the 
Government’s programme of engagement with Cumbrian communities on 19th 
March. Finally as members of NuLeAF (the Nuclear Legacy Advisory Forum), which is 
the Local Government Association (LGA) representative body on legacy wastes and 
decommissioning, the Council attended a workshop on 21st March where BEIS 
officials presented on the proposals for ‘Working with Communities’.  

2.2 The consultation response on the Government’s draft National Policy Statement for 
Geological Disposal Infrastructure is attached as Appendix A. Members will recall 
from the report in March, and the workshop, that the National Policy Statement 
(NPS) ‘will guide developers when preparing, and the Planning Inspectorate and the 
Secretary of State when considering, applications for development consent relating 
to geological disposal infrastructure’. 

2.3 The consultation response on the draft ‘Working with Communities’ document is 
attached as Appendix B. The purpose of this particular consultation is to seek views 
on how communities should be engaged and represented in a siting process for a 
geological disposal facility for higher activity radioactive waste. 

2.4 The deadline for responses to both consultations is 19th April. Following 
consideration of the draft document by the Board the submissions will need to be 
ratified by Executive at its next meeting.  
 


